And he made the washstand of copper and its base of
copper from the mirrors of the women who had set up the
legions, who congregated at the entrance of the tent of
meeting.

from the mirrors of the women who had set up the
legions: Heb. nxa¥n nxna Israelite women owned
mirrors, which they would look into when they adorned
themselves. Even these [mirrors] they did not hold back
from bringing as a contribution toward the Mishkan, but
Moses rejected them because they were made for
temptation [i.e., to inspire lustful thoughts]. The Holy One,
blessed is He, said to him, “Accept [them], for these are
more precious to Me than anything because through them
the women set up many legions [i.e., through the children
they gave birth to] in Egypt.” When their husbands were
weary from back-breaking labor, they [the women] would
go and bring them food and drink and give them to eat.
Then they [the women] would take the mirrors and each one
would see herself with her husband in the mirror, and she
would seduce him with words, saying, “I am more beautiful
than you.” And in this way they aroused their husbands
desire and would copulate with them, conceiving and
giving birth there, as it is said: “Under the apple tree |
aroused you” (Song 8: 5). This is [the meaning of] what is
NNAND NNA (lit., the mirrors of those who set up legions].
From these [the mirrors], the washstand was made, because
its purpose was to make peace between a man and his wife.
[How so?] By giving a drink from the water that was in it
[the washstand] to [a woman] whose husband had warned
her [not to stay in private with a certain man] and she
secluded herself [with him anyway. The water would test
her and either destroy her or prove her innocence. See Num.
5:11-31). You should know that they were actually mirrors,
because it is said: “The copper of the waving was seventy
talents... From that he made...” (Exod. 38:29, 30), but the
washstand and its base were not mentioned there [among
the things produced from the seventy talents. Thus,] you
have learned that the copper of the washstand was not of the
copper of the waving. So did Rabbi Tanchuma expound [on
the matter] (Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 9; Num. Rabbah
9:14). And so did Onkelos render: N¥) )2 [“the
mirrors of the women”], which is the Aramaic translation of
NN, mirrors in French. So we find in Isaiah (3: 23)
D593 (sic), which we render: xn21n», and the mirrors.

who congregated: to bring their donation.
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