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Genesis 36:3 בראשית ל״ו:ג׳
וֹת׃ יֽ בָ וֹת נְ ח֥ אל אֲ עֵ֖  מָ שְׁ ת־יִ ת בַּ מַ֥  שְׂ ת־בָּ אֶ and Basemat, daughter of Yishma᾽el, sisterוְ

of Nevayot.

Rashi on Genesis 36:3:1 רש"י על בראשית ל״ו:ג׳:א׳
הּ א לָ ן קוֹרֵ לָּ הַ בשמת בת ישמעאל. וּלְ

ר פֶ שׁ סֵ רַ דְ ת מִ דַ גָּ אַ ינוּ בְּ צִ ת? מָ לַ חֲ מָ
ר ן, גֵּ יהֶ וֹנוֹתֵ ן עֲ הֶ ים לָ לִ ל ג' מוֹחֲ מוּאֵ שְׁ

ה. שָּׁ א אִ נּוֹשֵׂ הַ ה, וְ לָּ דֻ גְ ה לִ עוֹלֶ הָ ר, וְ יֵּ גַּ תְ נִּ שֶׁ
ת, לַ חֲ את מָ רֵ קְ ךְ נִ כָ אן – לְ כָּ ם מִ עַ טַּ ד הַ מַ לָ וְ

יו: וֹנוֹתָ לוּ עֲ חֲ מְ נִּ שֶׁ

BASE-MATH בשמת בת ישמעאל
ISHMAEL’S DAUGHTER — But
elsewhere (28:9) she is called Mahalath! We
find in the Agadic Midrash on the Book of
Samuel (Ch. 17) that there are three classes
whose sins are pardoned: a proselyte, one
who is exalted to a high position and a man
on his marriage. It derives the proof for the
latter case from here; viz., the reason why
she was also calleth Mahalath (pardon) was
because his (Esau’s) sins were pardoned on
his marriage to her (Megillah 17a; cf. also
Genesis Rabbah 63).
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Jerusalem Talmud Bikkurim 3:3:16 תלמוד ירושלמי בכורים ג׳:ג׳:ט״ז
י עֵ א בָּ לָ יהּ וְ יתֵ נִ מְ ן מַ ייָ עְ ווֹן בָּ א הֲ ירָ עִ י זְ בִּ רִ

י נֵּ א תַ ייָ נָּ ן תַּ הֵ ע הָ מַ ד שְׁ לוֹי. כַּ ל עֲ בֵּ קַ מְ
יל בִ ת. קְ רֶ פֶּ כַ ה מְ דוּלָ יא גְּ שִׂ ן נָ תָ ם חָ כָ חָ

קוּם ה תָּ יבָ י שֵׂ נֵ פְּ ם. מִ כָ יהּ. חָ יתֵ נִ מְ לוֹי מַ עֲ
י כִ יהּ וְ רֵ תְ יב בַּ תִ ה כְ ן. מַ קֵ י זָ נֵ תָּ פְּ רְ דַ הָ וְ
ם לוֹ תוֹנוּ אוֹתוֹ. כֶ צְ רְ אַ ר בְּ ם גֵּ כֵ תְּ גוּר אִ יָ
ף יו אַ ווֹנוֹתָ ל־עֲ ל כָּ ין לוֹ עַ לִ ר מוֹחֲ גֵּ ה הַ מַ

יו. ווֹנוֹתָ ל־עֲ ל כָּ ין לוֹ עַ לִ ה מוֹחֲ נֶּ מַ תְ נִּ ם שֶׁ כָ חָ
ת ח אֶ קַּ יִּ אל וַ עֵ מָ שְׁ ל יִ יו אֶ שָׂ ךְ עֵ לֶ יֵּ ן. וַ תָ חָ
הּ. מָ ת שְׁ לַ חֲ י מָ כִ אל. וְ עֵ מָ שְׁ ת יִ ת בַּ לַ חֲ מָ
לוּ לוֹ חֲ מְ נִּ א שֶׁ לָּ הּ. אֶ מָ ת שְׁ מַ שְׂ בָּֽ א  לֹ הֲ וַ

כוֹ. לְ מָ אוּל בְּ ה שָׁ נָ ן שָׁ יא. בֶּ שִׂ יו. נָ וֹנוֹתָ ל־עֲ כָּ
לוּ לוֹ חֲ מְ נִּ א שֶׁ לָּ ה. אֶ יָ ה הָ נָ ן שָׁ י בֶּ כִ וְ

ה. נָ ן שָׁ ינּוֹק בֶּ תִ יו כְּ וֹנוֹתָ ל־עֲ כָּ

They wanted to ordain Rebbi Zeïra but he
did not want to take it upon himself. When
he heard a Tanna stating: “For an ordained 
person, a bridegroom, a patriarch, [Hashem] 
deletes [his sins],” he accepted being
ordained. An ordained person: (Lev. 19:32):
“Before a white head [Elder] you shall rise,
give respect to an Elder, and fear your God,
I am the Eternal.” What is written after that
(v. 33): “If a proselyte lives in your land, you
shall not trick him.” Just as all his sins are
forgiven to the proselyte, so all sins are
forgiven to one being ordained. The
bridegroom: (Gen. 28:9) “Esav went to
Ismael and married Maḥalat bat Ismael.”
But was her name Maḥalat, was it not
Basemat? But all his sins were forgiven him.
The president: (1S. 13:1) “Saul was one year
old when he became king.” Was he one year
old when he became king? But all his sins
were forgiven him as to a baby of one year.

Genesis 28:6 בראשית כ״ח:ו׳
ח לַּ֤  שִׁ ב֒ וְ קֹ עֲ ת־יַ אֶֽ ק֮  חָ צְ ךְ יִ רַ֣  י־בֵ כִּֽ ו  שָׂ֗ א עֵ יַּ֣רְ  וַ

ה שָּׁ֑  ם אִ שָּׁ֖  וֹ מִ ת־ל֥ חַ קַֽ לָ ם  רָ֔  ה אֲ נָֽ  דֶּ֣  תוֹ֙ פַּ אֹ
ח קַּ֥  א־תִ ר לֹֽ אמֹ֔ יו֙ לֵ לָ ו עָ צַ֤  יְ וֹ וַ ת֔ וֹ אֹ כ֣ רְ בָ בְּ

ן׃ עַ נָֽ  וֹת כְּ נ֥ בְּ ה מִ שָּׁ֖  אִ

When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob
and sent him off to Paddan-aram to take a
wife from there, charging him, as he blessed
him, “You shall not take a wife from among
the Canaanite women,”

Chart 1:  
Examples of people forgiven for all their sins

Rashi (quoting Agadas Medrash Shmuel) Yerushalmi & Medrash Shmuel

1. Convert 1. Wise person (chachom)
1. One who is exalted to a high position 1. Bridegroom (chosson)

1. Bridegroom (chosson) 1. Leader (Nasi)
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Genesis 28:7 בראשית כ״ח:ז׳
ךְ יֵּ֖לֶ  וֹ וַ מּ֑ ל־אִ אֶ יו וְ בִ֖  ל־אָ ב אֶ קֹ֔ עֲ ע יַ מַ֣  שְׁ יִּ וַ

ם׃ רָֽ  ה אֲ נָֽ  דֶּ֥  פַּ

and that Jacob had obeyed his father and
mother and gone to Paddan-aram,

Genesis 28:8 בראשית כ״ח:ח׳
י נֵ֖ י עֵ ן בְּ עַ נָ֑  וֹת כְּ נ֣ וֹת בְּ ע֖ י רָ כִּ֥ ו  שָׂ֔ א עֵ יַּ֣רְ  וַ

יו׃ בִֽ  ק אָ חָ֥  צְ יִ
Esau realized that the Canaanite women
displeased his father Isaac.

Genesis 28:9 בראשית כ״ח:ט׳
ת ׀ לַ֣  חֲ ת־מָ אֶֽ ח  קַּ֡ יִּ אל וַ עֵ֑  מָ שְׁ ל־יִ ו אֶ שָׂ֖  ךְ עֵ יֵּ֥לֶ  וַ

וֹת י֛ בָ וֹת נְ ח֧ ם אֲ הָ֜ רָ בְ ן־אַ אל בֶּ עֵ֨ מָ שְׁ ת־יִ בַּ
ה׃ }ס{         שָּֽׁ  אִ וֹ לְ יו ל֥ שָׁ֖  ל־נָ עַ

So Esau went to Ishmael and took to wife,
in addition to the wives he had, Mahalath
the daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham,
sister of Nebaioth.

Rashi on Genesis 28:9:2 רש"י על בראשית כ״ח:ט׳:ב׳
לֹּא תוֹ, שֶׁ עָ שְׁ ל רִ ה עַ עָ שְׁ יף רִ על נשיו. הוֹסִ

אשׁוֹנוֹת: רִ ת הָ שׁ אֶ רֵ גֵ
BESIDES HIS FORMER WIVES על נשיו
— He added wickedness to wickedness for
he did not divorce his first wives (Genesis
Rabbah 67:13).

Chart 2: Reasons given for fasting on the wedding day
 

1. In order to repent so
their sins are erased on
the wedding day. (their
own personal Yom
Kippur)

Must 
complete 
the fast

Only relevant until 
nightfall – Tzeitz 
Hakochavim (like 
Yom Kippur)

Even if you say, don’t 
really have to fast the 
whole day…. But it’s 
still a fast day with 
halachos

1. So they don’t have wine
and therefore will not be
intoxicated at the
Chuppah

not 
necessary to 
complete 
the fast

Relevant the entire 
day until the 
chuppah

Withhold food but 
no actual halachos. 
Not an actual fast day

1. They have a precious
mitzvah to do and the
original saintly people
would fast before any
important mitzvah.

not 
necessary to 
complete 
the fast

Relevant the entire 
day until the 
chuppah

Withhold food but 
no actual halachos. 
Not an actual fast day
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Chart 3:  Yom Kippur and the Wedding Day
 

Yom Kippur Wedding Day

Rabi
You do not need 
repentance to be 
atoned

Rabanan You literally need 
practical Teshuvah

Fasting itself is not intrinsically 
connected to atonement (fasting is for the 
sake of clarity at the time of the mitzvah)

Rambam (based on 
his understanding of 
Rabanan)

You need a feeling to 
return to Hashem – 
but not the complete 
process.

Fasting is for the love of the mitzvos. 
Even though this is not complete 
teshuvah, by showing love and affection 
for mitzvos, you achieve a closeness to 
Hashem.

 
 

Hosea 2:18 הושע ב׳:י״ח
י  אִ֖  רְ קְ ה תִּ וָ֔ הֹ ם־יְ אֻ הוּא֙ נְ יּוֹם־הַ יָ֤ה בַ  הָ )יח( וְ

י׃ לִֽ  עְ וֹד בַּ י ע֖ לִ֥ י־ אִ רְ קְ א־תִ לֹ י וְ שִׁ֑ י אִ
(18) And in that day
—declares  GOD—
You will call [Me] Ishi,lIshi I.e., “my 
husband.” 
And no more will you call Me Baali.mBaali 
Like Ishi, Baali means “my husband,” but it 
also means “my Baal.” 
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